
 

 

The Jewish Federation of New Orleans 
VIP Mission - Israel Portion 

July 12-18, 2022 
(Draft itinerary as of 18 January 2022; subject to change) 

 
Day 1: Tuesday, July 12th – Arrival in Israel 

• Individual arrivals with VIP airport service at Israel’s Ben Gurion International airport. 
• Transfer to Tel Aviv. 
• Hotel check-in from 3:00 pm. 
• Freshen up from your flight before dinner. 
• Opening cocktail followed by dinner at the hotel to be accompanied by government 

officials, and business leaders. Musical accompaniment to be provided by students from the 
Rosh HaAyin Music School. 

Overnight: Hilton Hotel, Tel Aviv 
 

Day 2: Wednesday, July 13th – Rewriting the Rules  
• Breakfast at hotel. 
• Break out into tracks and depart the hotel for the day.  

 
Explore Israel 

o Drive north along Israel’s coastal highway as it travels adjacent to the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

o Explore the 2,000-year-old Roman amphitheater, Crusader harbor and 12th-
century ramparts at Caesarea.  Constructed by Herod the Great, this ancient 
port was one of the most formidable cities in the empire and the capital of the 
province for nearly 600 years. 

o Next, travel to the quaint village of Zichron Yaakov, founded by the 'Chalutzim' 
(pioneers) of the First Aliya with the generous assistance of Baron Edmund 
James de Rothschild in 1882.  Stroll along the town’s Founders Blvd. and have a 
chance to explore its many galleries and boutiques.   

o Enjoy a wine tasting and lunch at the Tishbi Winery. 
o Visit nearby Ramat Hanadiv where the Baron Edmond de Rothschild is buried. 
o Proceed to Rosh Ha’ayin for Partnership 2gether (“P2G”) visit 

The Jewish Agency's Partnership2gether Peoplehood Platform “P2G” (previously 
known as ‘Partnership 2000’) has become the paradigm for successfully 
partnering global Jewish communities directly with Israeli communities. P2G 
connects 550 Jewish and Israeli communities in 46 city-to-city and region-to-
region Partnerships, engaging more than 350,000 participants each year in 
meaningful ongoing connections between Israelis and Jews around the world, 
through unique programs and one-on-one encounters. The Bridges being built 
strengthen the connection to Israel and the warm relationship between Israel and 
the Diaspora. 
 
The partnership between the Jewish community in New Orleans and Rosh Ha’ayin 
has been active since 2006, and operates a variety of programs, among the 



 

 

various age groups in education, sports, Jewish identity and leadership.  The 
Strong partnership between the two communities takes place thanks to dedicated 
volunteers working on the steering committees in both communities. Steering 
committee members contribute their energy and time to develop and strengthen 
the partnership  

 
Together with local community members visit some of the several projects that the 
Federation is involved with, and then have a group picnic dinner together with 
local dignitaries and community members 

 
o Return to the hotel. 

 
Overnight: Hilton Hotel, Tel Aviv 
 
Day 3: Thursday, July 14th – Israel: Inspired Innovations & Partnerships 

• After breakfast, check out from your hotel accommodations in Tel Aviv. 
• Next, break out into the following tracks and depart the hotel: 

 
Explore Israel 

o Visit the recently renovated Anu-Museum of the Jewish People.  Anu is a global 
center for Jews worldwide that plays a pivotal role as a vibrant, dynamic and 
interactive educational and cultural institution, strengthening Jewish identity and 
perpetuating Jewish heritage globally.   

o Next, tour the Old City of Jaffa and experience the charms, history, and unique 
heritage of what is argued to be the world's oldest port city (dating back over 
3,800 years!). 

o Lunch at a Jaffa restaurant. 
o Drive to Jerusalem. 

 
All together:  

• Upon arrival in Jerusalem check- in to the David Citadel Hotel. 
• 4:15 pm early dinner in the hotel 
• Depart for Jerusalem’s Teddy Kollek Stadium  
• Attend the Opening Ceremonies of the 21st Maccabiah Games. 
• Return to hotel 

Overnight: David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
Day 4: Friday, July 15th – Good Neighbors/Shabbat in Jerusalem 

• After breakfast, depart the hotel. 
• Next, break out into the following tracks of your choice and depart the hotel: 

 
Explore Israel 

o Visit Yad Vashem, considered the foremost monument to mankind’s darkest period 
and Israel's official memorial and historical museum commemorating the Nazi 
Holocaust. 



 

 

o Walk through Israel’s largest military cemetery, Mount Herzl. Reflect on the visible 
testament of the personal sacrifice of thousands of Israelis towards the continued 
existence, security, and safety not only of Israel but of Jews around the world.   

o Lunch at Machane Yehuda. 
o Time permitting: Visit the ongoing archaeological excavations and sifting at Emek 

Tzurim, where City of David archaeologists explore the recovered remains consisting 
of materials from the Temple Mount.  Here, we will have a hands-on opportunity to 
participate in the efforts to discover artifacts and relics from the Temple Mount. 

o Return to the hotel. 
 
All Together: 

 
• Enjoy the remainder of the afternoon at leisure to rest, relax, and prepare for Shabbat. 
• 4:30 pm Depart the hotel. 
• Experience a Kabbalat Shabbat at the Southern Steps, set against the impressive and 

timeless backdrop of the Temple Mount. 
• Free time for reflection at the Western Wall. 
• Festive Shabbat dinner in Blaustein Hall of Mercaz Shimshon, overlooking the walls of the 

Old City accompanied by invited guests involved in UAE/Bahrain-Israel relations. 
Overnight: David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 



 

 

Day 5: Saturday, July 16th  
• After breakfast, break out into the following tracks of your choice and depart the hotel: 

 
Masada & the Dead Sea (early departure)  

o Travel down to the Dead Sea region, the lowest location on land on Earth.   
o Ascend and tour Masada (via cable car) 
o Spend the remainder of the day at a local Dead Sea resort (lunch to be provided). 
o Return to the hotel. 

 
Christian Sites 

o Experience the sites of the Christian Quarter. Walk through several of the Stations of 
the Cross along the Via Dolorosa, and conclude inside the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, held by believers to be the site of Jesus's execution and burial.  

o Lunch on own. 
o Visit Bethlehem.  The ancient city is revered by Jews as the birthplace of King David 

and by Christians as the birthplace of Jesus.  While there, visit the Church of the 
Nativity and Manger’s Square.  

o Return to the hotel. 
 

Geopolitics – Past & Present 
o Get an exclusive view of the Jerusalem Seam Line. Travel alongside the route of the 

separation fence as you learn about the city’s diverse communities and explore the 
considerations and negotiations which preceded its construction and how its 
presence has impacted the city of Jerusalem. 

o Travel south to the Gush Etzion settlement bloc. 
o At Neve Daniel experience an overlook onto the surrounding environs and learn 

about the geopolitical challenges posed by Israeli settlement in the area. 
o Lunch. 
o Visit Herodion.  This immense complex, one of Herod the Great's most ambitious 

building projects, served the Judean king as a summer palace, fortress, monument, 
district capital and ultimately, the King’s final resting place.  Of all the sites built by 
the 'builder-king,' Herodion is the only one to bear his name.   

o Return to Jerusalem and the hotel. 
 
Gems of Jerusalem 

o Visit the Israel Museum, the largest cultural institution in the State of Israel and 
ranked among the world’s leading art and archaeology museums.  While there, 
explore the Shrine of the Book, home of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest biblical 
manuscripts in the world.   

o Shabbat lunch at the hotel. 
o Experience a walking tour of the Old City with a unique emphasis on comparing and 

contrasting the Arab culture of the Gulf to that of the Levant. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

All together:  
 
All participants are cordially invited to share, together with the Fielkow family, in the Bat 
Mitzvah ceremony of their daughter, Svetlana, to be followed by a Havdallah ceremony and 
light beverages/food (reception) 
 
6:00 pm gather in the lobby of the David Citadel hotel and proceed on foot to the  
Bat Mitzvah venue at the Hebrew Union College  
 

• Dinner on own. 
 
 

Overnight: David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Day 6: Sunday, July 17th – Journeys in Jerusalem 
• Breakfast. 
• Next, break out into your chosen track and depart the hotel: 

 
Explore Israel 
o Experience an interactive tour of Ammunition Hill.  'Givat Hatachmoshet' was the site 

of some of the Six-Day War's bloodiest fighting, as a contingent of Israeli paratroopers 
vied to oust entrenched Jordanian legionnaires in order to link central Jerusalem with 
the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus.   

o At the City of David, experience 3,000 years of history as you descend into the 
ancient foundations of King David’s Jerusalem.   

o Lunch. 
o Enter the Western Wall Tunnels that stretch under the homes of the Muslim Quarter 

and make their way along the entirety of the length of the Temple Mount. 
o Visit the Tower of David museum, dedicated to preserving the history and heritage of 

the city of Jerusalem. 
o Return to the hotel. 

 
All together: 

• **Subject to Availability: Visit the Official Residence of the President of Israel for a private 
meeting with His Excellency Mr. Isaac “Bougie” Herzog, the 11th President of the State of 
Israel. 

• Have a closing dinner at a Jerusalem restaurant. 
Overnight: David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
Day 6: Monday, July 18th – Depart Israel  

o After breakfast, check out from your hotel accommodations. 
o Transfer to Israel’s Ben Gurion airport for your flight home or elsewhere 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
***Kenes Tours seeks to create and deliver client-driven, high-impact, and content-rich programs. To 
do this, the cooperation of suppliers, speakers, and other content providers is vital. Despite our 
desire to implement our proposed programs, and in light of Israel’s ever-changing cultural and 
business dynamic, there are times when amendments are required due to circumstances beyond 
our control. As such, our itineraries are all ‘subject to availability.’  Recognizing the importance of 
providing a stellar program, in cases where we are not able to confirm an item on your itinerary, 
we commit to providing alternative content of an equal or greater impact.*** 


